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 “UNSHAKABLE CONFIDENCE” 

 (‘Fueled By Faith Series) 
(Hebrews 11:11,17-19; Genesis 22:8; 2 Peter 1:3) 

 

 

Intro … Last week we put our feet on the conceptual bridge that transitions  

us from the first part of Hebrews chapter 11 to the second part of  

Hebrews chapter 11.  

 

The first part of the chapter identifies the four key ingredients that combine 

together to produce a ‘High Octane Christian Faith’ while the second part  

identifies the seven key components that combine together to produce  

a ‘High Performance Christian Life’. 

 

We examined in some detail the first of those ‘Components’ …  

We called it ‘Separation From Corruption’.  

 

Here’s a key statement from last week’s message: 
 

A ‘Call to Separation’ has always been the first component of a 

‘High Performance Christian Life’ – a ‘Commitment to Separation’ 

has always been the first demonstrated action of one  

who possesses ‘High Octane Christian Faith’. 

 

 

Today we take our second step on the other side of that conceptual bridge.  

 

Consider with me … 

 

TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT … 
 

Unshakable CONFIDENCE in God arises from  

‘High Octane Faith’ and is the SECOND component  

of a ‘High Performance Christian Life.’ 

 

‘Unshakable Confidence in God’ … What a thing to possess!  

 

Confidence in God … an absolute certainty that God will, in fact,  

“Be God” … all the time - that He can be counted on and relied upon. 

 

Such ‘confidence’ would eliminate doubt and worry and fear from our lives. 

 



And to possess that confidence unshakably – to possess it so securely that 

nothing could remove it from us. Surely such ‘unshakable confidence’ would 

play a key role in the production of a ‘High Performance Christian Life’ … 

 

This morning, in this Communion Meditation, we are going to look at the life of 

one who possessed just such confidence in God. 

 

Here are Today’s Lab Notes … 

 

TODAY’S LAB NOTES … 
 

By faith Abraham, even though he was past age — and Sarah herself was 

barren — was ENABLED to become a father BECAUSE he CONSIDERED  

Him FAITHFUL who had made the promise. (Hebrews 11:11) 

 

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, OFFERED Isaac as a sacrifice … 

He who had RECEIVED the promises was about to sacrifice his  

one and only son, even though God had said to him,  
 

“It is through Isaac that your offspring  

will be reckoned.”  

 

Abraham REASONED that God could raise the dead, and figuratively  

speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. (Hebrews 11:17-19) 

 

“Abraham answered, ‘God Himself will PROVIDE … my son’.”  

(Genesis 22:8) 
 

 

Let me just say as we begin that there is considerable debate over the person 

of focus in verse 11 … Is it Abraham as the NIV translates the verse or is it Sarah 

as the KJV translates the verse?  It’s so unclear in the original Greek that it 

almost comes down to a translator’s ‘coin flip’.  

 

For our lesson today I am siding with the NIV Translators and taking Abraham 

as our example of faith. He is the focus on both sides of this verse though Sarah 

was surely a ‘faith-partner’ with him. 

 

In these three passages, I find Five Demonstrations of Abraham’s Unshakable 

Confidence in God. Each of them is suggested by the verb form chosen to 

communicate the motivation behind the actions he took and the 

perspectives he held … 

 



1. Abraham CONSIDERED (Heb. 11:11) that is … 

“He Demonstrated Unshakable Confidence In God’s FAITHFULNESS” 
 

“He considered Him faithful who had made the promise.” 

 

God had promised Abraham that his descendants would be as numerous as 

the sand on the sea. He later clarified that promise to include the fact that the 

initial heir of the promise would be a child that he and Sarah would conceive 

together even though they were both past normal parenting age.  
 

To truly believe that God is faithful and thus will do what He has said He will do 

is to possess Unshakable Confidence In God … It’s great thing to have! 

 

 

2. Abraham OFFERED (Heb. 11:17) that is … 

“He Demonstrated Unshakable Confidence By His Obedient BEHAVIOR” 
 

“Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice” 

 

This was a supreme test – Isaac, the miracle baby, now a young man, was to 

be sacrificed to God as a test of Abraham’s devotion. Such a sacrifice would 

seem to completely thwart the plan of God – Such a sacrifice would cause 

great distress to both Father and Son.  
 

But a faith that includes the ‘High Octane’ ingredients of worship and 

companionship and devotion will produce a willing obedience.  
 

It surely did for Abraham. He bound his beloved son, Isaac, on the altar  

and raised the knife. 
 

Truly, to obey God’s Directives even when they sorely test us in some way and 

even when we could easily argue with them is to demonstrate an Unshakable 

Confidence in God. It’s an impressive thing to see! 

 

 

3.  Abraham REASONED (Heb. 11:19) that is … 

“He Demonstrated Unshakable Confidence In God’s ABILITY.” 
 

“Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead.” 
 

Indeed, God could and He, no doubt, would if necessary …  
 

That kind of reasoning arises from a faith that believes absolutely in the 

Creative Power of the Almighty … Raising the dead would certainly be  

no big deal to the ONE who has brought the entire Universe to life.  

 



Having our minds solidly fixed on God’s miraculous abilities will inevitably 

generate within us a feeling of Unshakable Confidence in God. 

It’s a powerful thing to possess! 

 

 

4.  Abraham ANSWERED (Gen. 22:8) that is … 

“He Demonstrated Unshakable Confidence In God’s WILLINGNESS.” 
 

“Abraham answered, ‘God Himself will provide … my son.’ ” 

 

‘God will’ … those are powerful words – those are comforting words –  

those are words that sustain and keep one’s heart and mind at peace.  
 

To know – to absolutely believe - that God will provide all that is necessary  

for the carrying out of His Plan for man is a tremendous boost to one’s 

confidence.  
 

In fact, believing absolutely that God not only can do the necessary thing  

but that he will do those necessary things leads to an ‘Unshakable  

Confidence in Him.  It’s a most stabilizing thing to enjoy! 

 

 

5.  Abraham was ENABLED (Heb. 11:11) that is … 

His Unshakable Confidence produced a truly God-Pleasing LIFE 
 

“By faith Abraham, even though he was past age — and Sarah  

herself was barren — was enabled to become a father because …” 

 

All these things we have touched on this morning were ‘enablements’ 

provided by God in response to Abraham’s ‘Unshakable Confidence’  

which itself arose from his ‘High Octane Faith’. 

 

Abraham was enabled to become a father … 
 

Abraham was enabled to offer that son as a sacrifice to God … 
 

Abraham was enabled to say confidently to his son:  

“God will provide” … 
 

Abraham was enabled to hear the voice from heaven that said:  

“Do not lay a hand on the boy” … 

 

 

 

 



Today’s Bottom Line … 
 

“The Almighty God – Abraham’s God – Our God – is an Enabling God.” 
 

Those who truly believe in him possess Unshakable Confidence  

in His Faithfulness and His Ability and His Willingness to enable them. 

 

 

 

Consider now this catch-all ‘Confidence-Demonstrating Verse’ written  

by one of Abraham’s descendants – the Apostle Peter himself … 

 

“His Divine Power HAS GIVEN us  

EVERYTHING we NEED for life and godliness!”  
(2 Peter 1:3) 

 

Peter could have just simply said (using today’s vocabulary) … 
 

“God has absolutely and completely  

enabled us to live God-Pleasing Lives!” 

 

 

That my friends, we can ‘Take to the Bank’ and deposit it securely in our 

account. We can draw on it anytime and every time it’s needed.  

 

Whatever we need for eternal and temporal life - everything we need for 

God-pleasing, God-honoring life is included in that deposit. 

 

Believe it …  
 

Be sure of it …  
 

Allow it to develop in you ‘Unshakable Confidence’ in the ONE  

Who has delivered you from darkness and placed you in the  

Kingdom of His Dear Son.  

 

 

For as our final thot expresses it … 

 

Final Thot …           

CONFIDENCE opens the door for OBEDIENCE! 
 
 

 


